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òA pool is something that gives shape to the material inside.ò

The Medence Csoport creative community was founded officially in January 

2000. It was a celebration held in one of the Orczy gardenôs empty pool. The 

current Medence Csoport company grew out of this creative community.

Besides the three member: Gross Andr§s interior designer, Terebessy T·bi§s 

designer, Magyar GergŖ visual communication designer other artists, co-

designers and technicians participate in our work.

medence - n basin| (swimming) pool | med pelvis

csoport - n group | team | gang



Our goal is to create a life- model where nature, art and community 

are in harmony.

Medence Csoport works to unify bring together different branches of 

art, while intentionally separating our projects from the design and 

architect companies bureaucratic structure and the strongly 

commercial sphere of activities.  

Another advantage of the team is based on the old ñarts and craftò 

design tradition, because we are at the same time designers and 

craftsmen.



ÅDESIGN FOR A PERSON

ÅDESIGN FOR A COMMUNITY

ÅDESIGN FOR EVERYBODY
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CHAMELEON 

2003
public space light-space modulator

Kleop§tra H§z residential park, Budapest 

Size: 6x5x8m

tensioned PTP canopy structure with inner 

lighting on bamboo legs 

client: Aut·ker Holding Plc.

The legs of the installation meet below its centre 

of gravity similarly to a chameleon balancing on a 

branch of a tree waiting for its prey. This is where 

the name of the installation originates from. 

During the night the colour of the installation is 

changing continuously in order to become a 

striking spectacle as opposed to the mimicry of 

chameleons blending in with their surroundings.

The canopy-bamboo installation was designed for 

the opening of a residential park. It is a 

remarkable visual element dominating the space. 

Considering its size, such a canopy system can 

be interpreted primarily as environmental art or 

rather a certain kind of sculpture. It dominates 

and reinterprets its surroundings creating unique 

and festive atmosphere, at the same time it also 

has additional functions (shade, rain shelter, 

information carrier). This unique installation was 

prepared especially on this occasion. Chameleon

was exhibited in the Museum of Applied Arts on 

the Hungarian Design Award in 2003.
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NORTHSOUTH-

EASTWEST

2006-2007
travelling outdoor exhibition installation

Budapest, Miskolc, Veszpr®m, P®cs, Szeged

Outdoor installation using variable bamboo 

frames suitable for presenting 25 photographs 

with the size of 1x1m each.

bamboo frames, poured concrete mounting, 

fittings, recycled construction mesh

client: British Council Hungary

Composed of photographs made by ten 

different photographers from all over the world 

the exhibition presents the effects of climate 

change, and also solutions to reduce the carbon 

dioxide emission in various communities in the 

North, South, East, and West.

The exhibition was presented in Hungary using 

unique bamboo framed installation which was 

more cost-effective than the original aluminium 

elements. Furthermore, the bamboo suited 

better to the subject of the exhibition and the 

zoo surroundings.
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VENUS 2008
giant singing statue 

Octopus Multi-Art Site, Sziget Festival, Budapest

height: 5m

rip-stop textile, fan, belts, ropes, waterproof 

laminated sheets

client: Sziget Ltd.

Staying in the middle of the Octopus scene the 

giant Venus of Willendorf starts to sing five times 

a day. Five women of different age bring out their 

age and the progress of time through five songs 

of different tones. The structure is made of 

airtight textile strengthened with stitched string 

mesh. A centrifugal fan holds the structure under 

higher pressure than the atmospheric pressure. 

The above three factors are responsible for 

preserving the shape of the statue. This 

technique is suitable for creating large and 

spectacular installations which are easy to be 

transported because of their relatively small 

weight and packing size.
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BAOBAB 2008
interactive travelling mobile installation 

Krakow, Warsaw, Sğubice, PoznaŒ / PL /, Brno, 

ĻeskĨ Krmlov, Pragu / CZ / Bratislava, Bansk§ 

Bystrica, Trnava, Levoļa / SLO /, Budapest, 

Martonv§s§r, P®cs, Debrecen, Szeged, 

Visegrad

total height when inflated: 6.5m, diameter: 1.8m 

rip-stop textile, fan

client: 350.org, Messzel§t· Association

Baobab is an outdoor installation consisting of 

textile partitions under different pressure. The 

air needed is provided by a cold-air fan. The 

trunk is held under constant pressure, while the 

pressure in the crown of the tree can be 

controlled by the viewers pressing their hands 

on certain parts of the trunk. As the pressure 

increases, the crown gets back to its original 

form.

The aim of the Baobab campaign is to attract 

peopleôs attention to their individual 

responsibility, respectively to collect messages 

from local communities and pass them to 

decision-makers of the world. The inflatable 

Baobab installation started its campaign tour in 

Central Europe in December 2008.
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SYDNEY 2000
event tent

Sport Court, M®rnºk Street/ Sziget Festival/ Als·ºrs/ 

Gallery of Arts, Budapest

size: 13x18x10m

bamboo poles, PVC canvas, ropes

client: Ringier Hungary Ltd., J·ka G®mesi

2000 was the year of the Summer Olympic Games in 

Sydney. Accordingly, the mobile event tent reflects the 

atmosphere of the Olympic Games that meant to 

introduce the new image of the National Daily Sport 

Magazine. Sport events, mini-Olympic Games were 

hold in the tent, and in 2001 it served as a doorway to 

the Millennium Applied Arts Exhibition at the Gallery 

of Arts. The tent was the first construction of Medence 

Csoport completed within no more than one month, 

from conception to construction. The structure 

contains six canvases tied to bamboo poles and 

stretched in two directions.
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OôNEILL BAMBOO 

ISLAND 2001
bamboo shading structure

Si·fok - Balatonszabadi F¿rdŖ,Lake Balaton, Hungary

area: 470 m2

bamboo poles on metal structures, 70m2 shading surface, 

reused aluminium and customised steel fasteners, Bowden 

cables 

client: Infinity Sport Ltd.

As one of Hungary's most popular wakeboard launch pad, 

the Bamboo Island stands in the Lake Balaton, 100m far 

from the coast of Si·fok. The bamboo shading structure 

was designed and built by Medence Csoport and has been 

assembled here since 2001 each season. 

Though the structure was designed for only three years, it 

has been resisting the extreme weather conditions for the 

last nine years. Design contains all the graphic elements.
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